1. What is the difference between prejudice and racism?


Prejudice: Simply prejudice can be defined as strong aversion or dislike against those who differ in some respects from the one who dislikes them. It may include distrust; however, distrust and dislike tend to affect the race, color, caste, and religious differences. 

Racism: Racism emanates from the feeling that one's race is superior in comparison to other races. It may seem because of hubris and pride. Racism causes violence, and unfair treatment to the  races other than one's own.  

How is prejudiced learned? 

It is a society that teaches prejudice. Societies are a mixture of people who belong to various ethnicities and races. The dominant race considers weaker races inferior. Hence, the development of bias begins when one believes his or her race most essential and valuable. However, less healthy races can develop a prejudice against the powerful owing to their maltreatment. 

 2. What does Aibileen say about raising white children and how they grow up on pg. 150?
 

Aibileen is a black maid who has raised 17 children, including Mae Mobley. Aibileen considers she has to instill self-worth in the children. She teaches children equality, justice, and compassion. Ailbileen says that the color of skin does not matter, but it is kindness and love that matters the most. Children grow without a perception of racism or prejudice. Parents and teachers teach them intolerance. Hence, society plays a role in children to internalize stereotypes and develop prejudicial feelings against the other race. 

3. The Doll Test: Drs. Kenneth and Mamie Clark 


· Who are they? 
Mamie Phipps Clark and Kenneth Clark were the prominent psychologists from the African-Americans race who obtained their master's degrees from Howard University. Upon meeting in university, they got married and collectively researched self-identification in black children. Later, they became the first African-Americans who earned doctoral degrees in Psychology from Colombia University. They studied the effects of segregation that provoked many social moments. 

· Summarize their Experiment 
In 1939s, a series of experiments were conducted by Kenneth and Clark that aimed at the identification of psychological effects of segregation on African-American children. They called experiments as " The Doll Tests." They used four similar dolls with just a distinction of color. Children between the ages group 3 to 7 years were asked about the race of dolls and which doll they liked the most. It was found that children preferred the white doll over the black and associated positive connotation with it. The psychologists concluded that discrimination, prejudice, and segregation had caused African-American children to fall prey to an inferiority complex, and it damaged children's self-esteem.  

· What does video teach us? 
The video teaches that children prefer white dolls because they want a similar treatment that children with white skin receive in society. Hence, they attribute positive characteristics to the white doll. 

· How does seeing the experiment differ from reading about it?
 
Seeing an experiment differs from reading in that that viewer can see the condition of the child and expressions on the face of the child while selecting a particular doll. It helps understand the psychology of the child in a better manner. 

4. The Doll Test: Kiri Davis 

Kiri Davis recreated the Clarks experiment as a 17-year-old high school student when she produced her documentary, A Girl Like Me.
 

· Summarize her experiment.

      Kiri Davis, a 17-year-old, recreated the Clarks experiments about the psychological impacts of segregation, discrimination, and prejudice. She produced a documentary film A Girl Like Me. The children were asked to choose between white and black dolls. Most of the children chose white doll and declared it as pretty and beautiful. The black doll was termed a bad one. However, when children were given the option to select the doll, they identify themselves with, most of the children wanted to pick the white but unwillingly selected black doll. It revealed that children were inclined toward the preference of society. 

· Compare her results to the Clarks’. 


The preferences of the children had not altered over time. However, when asked to choose dolls identical to them, they felt confused. 

·  What does this teach us?


The experiment teaches us that children internalize the  stereotypes that are out there in society. 

5. In the novel, all of the characters have been exposed to prejudice, and all are impacted by it. Analyze its impact on the following characters:
 

· Aibileen:
 Aibileen is a black maid who works in the house of Elizabeth Leefolt. She raises white children and develops a deep connection with Mobley Leefolt. The novel explores the theme of prejudice and racism. Aibileen being black, is not immune to the prevailing bias. Elizabeth considers black maids inherently ugly and instructs their child not to get influenced by them. Moreover, the maid suffers greatly at the hands of white characters. Aibileen crafts a new identity when she becomes a writer. Society gave her the role of a maid; however, she seemed a capable person who gathered the courage to write the book about racism that was  meet out to the black. 

· Minny:  Minny is another black maid who suffers prejudice in society. She is a friend of Aibileen and a servant to Celia Rae. Minny is outspoken, speaks what she feels, and criticizes injustice to the black maids. She faces many difficulties and bears the torture of the husband. In the end, she leaves her husband. She speaks her heart; this leads to conflict between Hilly Holbroke and her. In short, her life is fraught with discriminatory attitudes. 

· Skeeter: Skeeter is a graduate whose perspective on the division between Southern white households and black maids has changed. She is a white woman, but her life is also a reflection of pain and alienation. She un-follow the ways of white folks, fails to meet the expectations of her mother, who wanted her to become a gentle housewife. Moreover, Skeeter is rejected by her group of friends and white women for being sympathetic to black maids. Hence, prejudice against her is evident in the novel. 

· Hilly and Elizebath: Hilly Holbroke and Elizabeth show a typical white mindset. Elizabeth considers black maids ugly and untouchable. It is quite evident  that her child is raised by a black maid named Minny. In the same way, Hilly Holbroke stops children drawing themselves in black colors. It shows how white dominance is exemplified in these characters. They both play significant role and affect lives of black maids in several ways. 

6. What does Mae Mobley represent in the novel?
 

Mae Mobley is the daughter of Elizebath Leefolt. The little girl does not meet the expectations of her mother who often tries to make child conform to the white society and its ways of living. Aibileen is responsible for her upbringing. She teaches Mobley equality, love and kindness. Therefore, Mobley develops traits those that of Skeeter's. She represents justice and equality and does not side with white people's set patterns.Simply, her character shows more just and better society. 
